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Committed to the future of rural communities. 

 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT HELPS FAMILY 

WITH HOME IN HARWOOD 
“Home, sweet home” 

 
 Harwood, June 16, 2006. . . Peter Morgan, Chief of Staff for USDA Rural 

Development’s Housing and Community Facilities 

Programs in Washington, D.C., Clare Carlson, State 

Director for USDA Rural Development in North 

Dakota and other Rural Development staff members, 

today visited the home of Alfred and Helen Gaylah 

and their family to personally congratulate them as 

new homeowners, and to honor them in recognition of 

June as National Homeownership Month. 

 The visit was part of a series of events being held throughout the nation by USDA Rural 

Development in celebration of June as National Homeownership Month and President George 

W. Bush’s initiative to increase minority homeownership opportunities. 

 “At this event, we celebrate two Presidential goals; the general dream of homeownership 

and the President’s Five-Star Minority Homeownership Initiative which seeks to increase 

homeownership,” Morgan said. 

 The Gaylah story is a story like no 

other.  It begins in Liberia and the Ivory Coast 

of West Africa where 50,000 innocent 

Liberians lost their lives during that country’s 

14 year civil war.  It is a story where one 

family struggled to stay alive, traveling 

approximately 400 miles to get to refugee 

villages. Food was scarce, malnutrition and 

starvation were the norm, there wasn’t any 

medical treatment available , water was contaminated and there was poor shelter.   With the 
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assistance of the United Nations and Lutheran Social Services, the Gaylahs were able to come to 

the United States, settling in Harwood. 

 In honor of the Gaylah family, and in celebration 

of June as National Homeownership Month, a tree, 

donated by Lake Agassiz Regional Council will be 

planted in the family’s yard.   

  

  “USDA has a 

70 year history of 

assisting rural citizens achieve and maintain the dream of 

homeownership,” Carlson said.  “We appreciate the efforts of 

our partners helping to make those dreams come rue.” 

 In Fiscal Year 2005, USDA Rural Development 

provided over $79.7 million in loan and grant financing to 

North Dakota citizens. 

USDA Rural Development is the lead federal entity for 

rural economic and community development needs.  It administers financial and technical 

assistance through a network of state Rural Development offices, various non-profit and 

educational institutional partners, and its national office.  

Further information on these and other rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural 

Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.`
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